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th

  January 2018 Spring Term 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The first full week of term has whizzed by and the 
children are all enjoying getting stuck into their new 
topics.  
We are doing our bit to help the next generation of 
teachers and have two student teachers, Miss 
Caltagirone in Year 5 and Mr Moore in Year 2, with us 
until the end of this term. Mr Robinson, our “troops to 
teachers” student in Year 6, is currently on a five week 
placement at Funtington Primary School.  
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend and all the very 
best for 2018 

 
. 
 

 
Steven Potter 
 

Talk Topic 
 
“Should we ban all plastic 
bags?” 
 
The discussion could include: 

 Could we use paper 
bags instead of plastic bags? 

 Why are plastic bags so bad for the 
environment? 

 What could you do to reduce plastic usage ? 
 

In some parts of the ocean it‟s estimated that there are 
over half a million pieces of plastic for every square 
kilometre#BluePlanet2. 
 
If you want to find out some simple ways that you can 
cut down on using plastic click:- 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/42309891/six-
simple-ways-to-cut-back-on-plastic 
 

Learning around the school 
A quick summary of learning around the school. 
 

Year 6 have been learning all about 
Beowulf as part of their topic on the 
Middle Ages and have been introduced 
to life in Saxon times.  
In maths they have been revising 
rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 
1000 and looking at place value of 7 digit 
numbers and decimals to 3 decimal 
places. 
In science they have started their investigations into food 
and our digestive systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 have been revising and extending their 
knowledge of mental methods for addition and 
subtraction of decimals, money and numbers up to six 
digits. 
In English they have been looking at the features of 
good report writing in preparation for writing a report on 
a UFO landing in school. 
As part of their new topic on space they have been 
learning all about the planets in our solar system 
 

Year 4 Have learned how to round 4 digit numbers to 
the nearest 10, 100 and 100 and mentally add four digit 
numbers, looking at the effect of adding 
or subtracting multiples of 10 and 100. 
In English they have been looking at the 
features of a good list of instructions and 
have written their own instructions on 
how to wash a woolly mammoth.  
They are currently reading “Stig of the 
Dump” and have created some amazing 
“cave art” using chalks and pastels. 
 

Year 3 Have been looking at the value of digits on a 
number line to help them 
with their addition and 
subtraction. In English they 
have been looking at what 
makes a good newspaper 

report as they will be writing a report on the discovery of 
Tutankhamen‟s tomb. They really enjoyed discovering 
the tomb for themselves and collecting/researching 
artefacts at the beginning of the week as their whole 
class was turned into Tutankhamen‟s tomb.  
 

Year 2  have been collecting data on which instruments 
they most want to learn. Using tallying then totalling they 
have transferred this data onto a block graph making 
sure they labelled all the axis. 
They have also been focusing on "one more, one less" 
to help them add 9 and 11 to any number in a quick way. 
In English they have been looking for patterns between 
stories, how to extract the most important information 
and thinking about emotions of a character based on 
evidence. They have also been mastering the o_e split 
digraph and re-reading their work using the purple 
pencils. 
In Topic, they have all been accepted into Music School! 
They wrote very persuasive letters as to why they should 
attend and have been learning about beats, how to find 
a beat and clap along in time. They have been reading 
simple music scores and playing them on their 
Glockenspiels and have been experimenting with the 
vast array of instruments we now have at Music School. 
They even learned how to make music with their feet 
and did some basic tap dancing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/42309891/six-simple-ways-to-cut-back-on-plastic
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/42309891/six-simple-ways-to-cut-back-on-plastic
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Year 1 have been revising days of the week and months 
of the year and learning to write a report. They started 
by writing a report on what they know about England 
and will be writing a report about what they know about 
China in a few weeks‟ time. They have made some 
wonderful lanterns and dragons as they have been 
learning all about the Chinese New Year. 
 

Year R have a new topic – Keeping Warm!  Listening to 
the story of „Jack Frost‟ and writing a sentence about it.  
Moving to music like Jack Frost and making a „Jack 
Frost‟ silver crown.  They are also finding out about 
winter – weather, hibernation and migration.  Sorting 
pictures of clothes into summer/winter clothes.  In math 
they are counting reliably with numbers from 1-10 and 
making sets. 
 

A walk for Reggie 
I know that many of you have already heard the very sad 
news that Reggie, in Year 2, has been diagnosed with 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia. Reggie is now in the 
University Hospital Southampton. Reggie‟s mum has 
said that they are being very well looked after and is 
happy for us to inform the whole school community. 
Whilst the prognosis is positive the family have been told 
that treatment is likely to last at least three years.  
I know many of you will want to show your support for 
Reggie and his family and we have been working with a 
group of parents to organise a sponsored walk on 
Saturday 24

th
 March. Stansted Park has very kindly 

offered to host the walk which will be about 6km and 
start at 9.30am. Sponsor forms and further details will be 
sent out shorty but we wanted to let families know as 
soon as possible so they can book the morning on the 
calendar.  
We will keep you informed of Reggie‟s progress and let 
you know the details of the sponsored walk as soon as 
they have been finalised. 
 

Year 6 Bikeability Training 
Year 6 will be doing their Bikeability training, week 
beginning 5

th
 February. This leaves plenty of time for all 

children to make sure their bikes are roadworthy and 
that they are confident out on the roads. 
For further information please click:-  
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-
safety/cycle-safety-courses-for-schoolchildren 
 

Inset Day this term 
 We will be having an inset day on Monday 19

th
 February 

and school will be closed to pupils on this day. All staff will 
be taking part in first aid training – renewable every three 
years. 
 

Year 5 Parents 
All parents of Year 5 children are invited to a meeting 
after school on Thursday 18

th
 January at 3.30pm to 

outline a pilot project we intend to run this term. The aim 
of the pilot project will be to increase mathematical 

confidence, progress and attainment through “pre 
teaching.” 
The idea is that we will give all parents the day-to-day 
maths planning for the following week each Friday. As a 
result parents can help their children with new concepts 
before they come up against them in class. The planning 
will include hyperlinks to relevant resources in our 
Abacus scheme. 
In the recent parent survey, a number of parents said 
that they really appreciated the update on what their 
children had been learning in the Westbourne Weekly 
and would really appreciate knowing what their children 
were going to learn the following week. I hope this may 
prove a positive step in that direction. 
 

PTA 
We are looking for a new chair for the PTA. Hayley has 
kindly offered to be a co-chair until you are happy to take 
on the role exclusively. Please let Hayley know if you are 
able to help our PTA by taking over the position of chair. 
 
Every parent is a member of the PTA and there is 
always room for other people to join in, help out with 
events or inspire us with new ideas! Committee 
members are as follows; 
 

Chairperson - 

Treasurer Ann Davies  

Secretary Hayley Wright 

Year R Rep Emma Holden 

Year 1 Rep Katie Elliott- Smith 

Year 2 Rep Gemma Frost 

Year 3 Rep Noelle Moyler and Fiona Edge 

Year 4 Rep Gemma Joyce 

Year 5 Rep - 

Year 6 Rep Becky Beattie 

 
In terms of upcoming events, the first PTA event of the 
year will be a Disco on Friday 26th January. KS1 will be 
17:00 to 17:45 and KS2 will be 18:00 to 18:45. £2 on the 
door for entry, drink and a snack. Any volunteers to help 
out more than welcome! 
 
Every penny raised goes back into the school to enrich 
the learning experiences of all the children. The PTA 
could not exist without the support of all of you! 
 
Please see the school calendar dates for other up and 
coming PTA events next year. 
 
 

Team news 
Good luck to the football team who will be competing in 
the Locality football tournament at the Bourne Leisure 
Centre on Monday. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-safety/cycle-safety-courses-for-schoolchildren
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-safety/cycle-safety-courses-for-schoolchildren
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Star Learners 
Congratulations to this week‟s winners:- 
 

Year Star Learner of the Week 

Year R James Fordom 

Year 1 Amelie Luckett 

Year 2 Harrison Winfield 

Year 3 Harry Dunne 

Year 4 Haydyn Longland 

Year 5 Archie Butcher 

Year 6 George Wheeler 

 
Fair Funding 

As you know, we are working with a number of 
headteachers across the county and the region to try 
and ensure fair funding for our pupils. I have attached a 
letter regarding the current situation. 
 

Clubs 
Clubs all begin next week, thank you to parents who 
have signed their children to clubs on offer. 
Unfortunately, we have had to move Tennis to Friday 
morning due to one of the coaches leaving.    
Jack Court our PE coach will do a demonstration of 
Floorball at Monday‟s assembly.  There are still spaces 
in the following clubs. 
Football Monday after school –     Yr 4-6   £40.50 
Archery Monday before school     Yr2-6    £45 
Tennis Friday before school          Yr1-6    £44 
Choir   Tuesday after school          Yr2-6  Free 
Dodgeball Thursday after school   Yrs3-6   £32 
Rugby Tuesday after school          Yrs3-6  Free 
Book Circle Wednesday after school   Yr5&6  Free 
Guitar Tuesday in school                Yrs3-5  £50 
Ukuele Tuesday lunch                    Yrs3-5 £50 
 
 
Dates for your diary 

January  

15
th
  Locality Boys‟ football Tournament at the 

Bourne 

18
th
  Year 5 parent meeting re maths 3.30pm 

18
th
  Full governor‟s meeting 

22
nd

  Schools Cross Country Championships at 
Bishop Luffa 

26
th
 PTA School Disco 

29
th
  Locality Netball Tournament at the Bourne 

February  

5
th
  Indoor cricket tournament Regis School 

5
th
 to 9

th
  Bikeability week for Year 6 

6
th
  Safer Internet Day 

7
th
  Year 1 Class Assembly 

9
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

9
th
 PTA Uniform Sale 

12
th
 to 16

th
  Half-term 

19
th
 Inset Day – school closed for pupils 

21
st
  Year 5 to visit Chichester Planetarium  

26
th
  Locality Girls‟ football tournament  

March  

1
st
  World Book Day 

2
nd

  Finance governor‟s meeting 

5
th
  Year 5 Alien Day 

7
th
  Parent consultation 3.30pm to 5.30pm 

8
th
  Parent consultation 5pm to 7pm 

15
th
 Full Governors Meeting 

16
th
 PTA Movie Night 

23
rd

  Year 3 Class Assembly 

23
rd

  Sport Relief 

24
th
  Walk for Reggis 

26
th
  Locality Girls‟ football Tournament at the 

Bourne 

26
th
 to 29

th
  Science Week 

29
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

29
th
  Last day of the Spring term 

April  

3
rd

 to 13
th
  Easter holiday 

16
th
 First Day of the Summer term 

23
rd

 to 27
th
  Family Safety Week 

25
th
  Locality football and netball tournament at 

the Bourne 

27
th
 Year 4 Class Assembly 

May  

4
th
  Finance governor‟s meeting 

4
th
  Year R Class Assembly 

7
th
  Bank Holiday 

8
th
 Class / Leavers Photos 

10
th
  Full governor‟s meeting 

11
th
 PTA Disco  

14
th
 to 18

th
  Year 6 end of KS2 SATS – All Year 6 

children must be presents for these 

18
th
 PTA Uniform Sale 

24
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

25
th
  Inset Day, school closed for pupils 

28
th
 to 1

st
  Half-term 

June  

4
th
 to 8

th
  Child Safety Week 

15
th
  Finance governor‟s meeting 

21
st
  Full governor‟s meeting 

22
nd

  Year 2 Class Assembly 

26
th
  Sports Day 

27
th
  Reserve Sports Day 

28
th
 Full Governors Meeting 

July  

2
nd

 to 4
th
  Year 4 Cobnor residential 

2
nd

 to 4
th
  Year 6  Sayers Croft residential 

6
th
  Year 5 transition day at the Bourne 

12
th
  Locality Sports day at Southbourne 

Juniors  

20
th
  Year 6 Leaver‟s Assembly 

20
th
  Non Uniform day. Please bring in £1 

20
th
 Last day of the summer term for pupils 

23
rd

 Inset Day School closed for pupils 

24
th
  Inset Day School closed for pupils 

 

 


